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the family contentions, adopted the side of her father
and her elder brother.
Alumgire did not remain long at Agra, nor did he,
that I know of, again visit it, save for a brief period
before setting out for his disastrous expedition to the
Deccan. The remainder of his long reign was there
passed in the vain attempt to crush the rising power of
the Mahrattas. Agra had already ceased to be the
capital of the empire; after the death of Shah Jehan it
ceased also to be a royal residence. The fort and palace
were, however, maintained, and a small garrison also, I
believe, under command of one of the nobles of tl^e
Court.
Alumgire died in the Deccan at the commencement
of the last century; and the empire, on his decease,
began to exhibit all the signs of approaching decay.
The succeeding emperors resided at Delhi, and though
the extent of their actual dominions was much reduced,
they nominally still ruled over the entire continent of
India, nor was the splendour of their Court and personal
surroundings in any way diminished. But these were
not much longer to continue. In 1745 Nadir Shah, the
King of Persia, at the head of some thousands of
Moguls, burst into the Punjaub. He broke to pieces the
vast undisciplined host with which the then Emperor
Mohammed Shah advanced to meet him. He took
prisoner the Emperor himself, and entered Delhi with
him in triumph. Provoked by a treacherous attack on
his soldiers he ordered a massacre of the inhabitants,
which continued till the Emperor stood before him, a
suppliant with folded hands.
The invasion of Nadir Shah *was little more than a
plundering expedition, and, as such, was perhaps the
most successful ever undertaken. After remaining a few